
Reasons to Explore

• Control trade

• Gain direct access to Asia

• Gain wealth

Portugal Leads

• Rounds southern tip of Africa 

• Finds a sea route to India

• Creates a vast trading empire

Columbus Sails West

• Finds route to previously 
 unknown continents

• Trading and exploration rights 
 divided between Portugal and 
 Spain.

• Spurs other nations to explore

European Exploration
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